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‘Submarines are a special type of watercraft that can operate
undenvater.

‘They are typically large vessels with a high number of crew
Nuclear submarines may have a crew of over 100.

‘Submarines are used by the miltary as part of navy forces,
protecting aircraft carriers, performing reconnaissance and camying
out other tasks.

‘Submarines are also used in other areas such as marine research,
undersea exploration and salvage missions.

‘Some submarines can remain submerged for months at a tme.

‘Submarines typically feature a raised tovier which holds radar
‘squipment,the periscope and other systems.

‘Submarines use balast tanks to hold water, allowing them o
submerge when necessary

Early submersibles were developed in the 16005 before the first
known miltary submarine was bt in 1775. Named the ‘Turtle’, it
held one person and was controlled undenvater independenty, the
first verified submarine capable of doing 0.

Both sides of the American Civil War built and used submarines.

‘The first submarine not propelied by human power was the French
vessel named ‘Plongeur’ Launched in 1863, it used compressed
airfor propuision

Developed in the 13005, torpedoes became an important part of
submarine warfare.

French writer Jules Verne published 20,000 Leagues under the
Sealin 1870, a popular science fction novel that boosted inferest in
Submarine design.

‘Submarine development and use continued through Worid War |
and l, with German U-boats particulariy effective in blocking supply
ines to the UK.

Launched in 1954, the first nuclear powered submarine was the
USS Nautilus. Nuclear pover allowed submarines to operate at
high speeds vinile staying undenvater longer than other forms of
propulsion such as diesel-slectric.

Both the United States and Soviet Union maintained significant
submarine fleets during the cold war.

In August 2000, a Russian submarine named ‘Kursk sankin the
Barents Sea after a series of explosions inside the vessel, kiling all
118 crew.




